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SUSTEX 2025: In the eye of the storm

Meet Peanut

Peanut is a freshwater turtle rescued by the Missouri
Department of Conservation. While happily swimming
around the lake’s edge, she saw brightly sparkling
blue rings. There were six rings! Unable to contain her
joy at the unusual sight, she swam towards it, played
around and got herself stuck, and wasn’t able to free
herself. As she grew, the unyielding plastic wrapped
around her shell. In the rescue facility, staff found out that the ring caused some of her
inner organs to become underdeveloped; these don’t function well. To protect Peanut,
the Conservation Department decided she has to spend the rest of her days in
captivity. However, many other marine creatures are not as lucky.

Peanut the Turtle

While plastic wastes litter our seas, these also threaten ecosystems and livelihoods in
coastal areas in Southeast Asia. Fishing villages and idyllic tourist spots can
disappear with endangered marine life and dwindling catch sizes. Meanwhile,
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previously pristine beaches can be overrun with plastic waste reducing their tourist
appeal.

Still, the story of Peanut does not even scratch the surface of things. Sustainability
issues encompass a wide range of interconnected environmental, social, and
economic challenges. These include climate change, biodiversity loss, pollution,
resource depletion, and poverty. And yes, they do need to be addressed to ensure
a healthy planet and a sustained future for all.

Three In the Eye of the Storm

On August 29 to 30, 2025, three Filipino modernist vanguards will be in the middle of
a controversy — “in the eye of the storm.”

For decades, sustainability efforts have consistently been controversial. It faced
criticisms regarding vagueness, the promotion of “greenwashing” or false
sustainability claims, and their potential negative economic impacts like increased
costs or job losses.

Regardless of these, the three vanguards will be hosting SUSTEX 2025 at the SMX
Convention Center — Aura in Taguig City, a “... sustainability exposition focusing on
innovative solutions for environmental and business challenges.”

Touted by its hosts as the first of its kind, the exposition pooled the resources and
expertise of three giants, namely, SM Prime Holdings, Inc. or SM Prime, the
Department of Science and Technology (DOST) , and ARISE Philippines.

SUSTEX 2025 will feature nearly a hundred radical innovations that create new
markets or significantly change existing ones. It will connect the public, businesses,
and civil society organizations to promote responsible environmental stewardship
through active protection and conservation, and engagement in sustainable practices.

SM PRIME. Headed by Jeffrey C. Lim, who serves as its President, SM Prime is
one of the largest integrated property developers in Southeast Asia, SM Prime is the
first of the three sustainability vanguards. It offers innovative and sustainable lifestyle
cities with the development of malls, residences, offices, hotels and convention
centers. With the support from UNDRR (United Nations Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction), SM Prime organized ARISE Philippines in 2015.

DOST. The Science agency, with Dr. Renato U. Solidum Jr. at the helm is the
second vanguard. It initiated its green efforts in 2022. Two years later, it focused its
response to the SEA (Seas in East Asia) Circular Project, an initiative by the UN
Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Coordinating Body on the Seas East Asia
(COBSEA). The Circular listed the Philippines as among the world’s worst offenders
in marine plastic pollution.

To address this issue, DOST spearheaded 53 R&D initiatives to advance the circular

economy and presented its strategic framework during the 2024 launch of the DOST
Science, Technology, and Innovation for Circular Economy (STI4CE).
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ARISE Philippines. The third and last vanguard, ARISE Philippines is headed
by Co-Chair Hans T. Sy. It is a Local Network of ARISE (the Private Sector Alliance
for Disaster Resilient Societies), a UNDRR-led network of private sector entities who
voluntarily commit to support and implement the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction 2015-2030. The framework is a global agreement adopted by 187
countries to substantially reduce disaster risk and losses in lives, livelihoods, and
assets. To date, ARISE Philippines has 146 member private sector organizations that
support efforts to build a resilient and prosperous Philippines.

After SUSTEX 2025: The World to Come
A healthy planet. A sustained future for all.

Certainly, the tasks ahead are long and daunting. The challenges seem to be
insurmountable. BUT, the future can look bright and clear.

Only three behaviors are required from Filipinos — Advocacy, Partnership, and
Engagement (APE). The idea is to combine economics with

Psychological, emotional, and cognitive factors to influence economic decisions. For
the key driver of sustainability plans and efforts is economics. The others are social
and environmental.

APE, which is the seed of behavioral economics, “seeks to explain real-world
economic behavior by considering human limitations in rationality, such as cognitive
biases, emotions, and the influence of context or framing.”

The world to come? A healthy planet. A sustained future for all. (AMGuevarra\\ ITDI-
TSD)
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